Chapter XVI: FACULTY SURVEY
Who takes it?
Faculty at Truman.
When is it administered?
Approximately every three years. This survey was most recently given out in Fall 1998 and again in Fall
2001.
How long does it take for the faculty to complete the instrument?
30 minutes.
What office administers it?
The Vice President for Academic Affairs Office.
Who originates the survey?
Higher Education Research Institute
UCLA Graduate School of Education and Information
3005 Moore Hall/Mailbox 95121
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1521
(310) 825-1925
When are results typically available?
The summer following the survey.
What type of information is sought?
The survey gives information on age, rank, title, principal activity, race, highest degree (along with its
field and year of degree), degree currently working toward, department, tenure information, primary
interest (teaching, research, etc.), salary, father's and mother's education, marital status, and information
on children. It also asks about the amount of time spent on teaching, research, advising, service, and
consulting, scholarly activity, goals for undergraduate education, evaluation and teaching methods in
class, and community service required for campus. General opinions are sought on curriculum, college
environment, priorities at the institution, satisfactory aspects of job, personal goals, desire to continue
teaching, and the amount and source of stress. Local questions (with no comparisons to other schools)
were added. In Fall 2001, the local questions focused on student learning, faculty development, the cocurriculum, and the LSP.
From whom are the results available?
Vice President for Academic Affairs Office.
To whom are the results regularly distributed?
President, VPAA, Division Heads, Assessment Committee, and selected administrators.
Are the results available by division or discipline?
No.
Are the results comparable to data of other universities?
The data is comparable to averages of other schools in a class or classes that we select, usually with fouryear private colleges, nonsectarian four-year colleges, public four-year colleges, and all four-year
institutions. Data regarding Truman’s local questions are not comparable to other institutions.
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As mentioned above, the Higher Education Research Institute (HERI) administers the Faculty Survey
every three years. Truman faculty took the survey in the Fall of 2001. The results of this year’s survey
will not be available until summer 2002. Following is the 2001 faculty survey, including the local
questions developed by the President’s Committee on Assessment. For the results of the 1998 HERI
Faculty Survey, see the 2000 Assessment Almanac, Volume II, Chapter XVI.

XVI-2

Truman State University
2001 Faculty Survey
Additional (Local) Questions
Please answer Question 38 using the following scale: A = Excellent B = Good C = Adequate D =
Marginal E = Poor
38. How would you assess the demonstrated higher order thinking skills of graduating seniors?
Please answer Questions 39 through 53 using the following scale: A = Very Satisfied B = Satisfied
C = Marginally Satisfied D = Not Satisfied E = Not Applicable
39. How satisfied are you in the ability of senior students to demonstrate that they are liberal learners?
40. How satisfied are you with the level of mastery of senior majors in your field of study?
41-44. How satisfied are you with annual reviews in helping you to develop professionally among the
following dimensions?
41.
42.
43.
44.

In helping you to develop as a teacher?
As a researcher/scholar/performer?
In terms of service as a member of this academic community?
In terms of collegiality as a member of this academic community?

45-47. How satisfied are you with the opportunities to collaborate within the Truman community in the
following ways?
45. To integrate the curriculum and the co-curriculum within Student Affairs?
46. To enrich Truman’s liberal arts culture and to extend the co-curriculum within the Residential
Colleges?
47. To establish collaborative student/faculty scholarly projects with students?
48-53. How satisfied are you with the following aspects of Truman’s liberal arts culture?
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

The challenge of Liberal Studies Program (LSP) courses?
The challenge of courses in the major?
Faculty enthusiasm for teaching LSP courses?
Faculty enthusiasm for teaching courses in the major?
Opportunities to discuss issues of social, cultural, or academic significance with students outside
of class?
53. Opportunities to discuss issues of social, cultural, or academic significance with colleagues across
disciplines and outside of class?
Please answer Question 54 using the following scale: A = Effective B = Somewhat Effective C =
Somewhat Ineffective D = Ineffective
54. Now that we have fully implemented the LSP, how would you rate its effectiveness in fostering the
liberal education of our students?

Please answer Question 55 using the following scale: A = Comfortable B = Somewhat Comfortable
C = Somewhat Uncomfortable D = Uncomfortable
55. How comfortable are you with your ability to advise students regarding the LSP?
Please answer Question 56 using the following scale: A = All the Time B = Most of the Time C =
Often D = Once in a While E = Never
56. During the current school year, about how often do you think students had serious conversations with
other students whose race or ethnic background was different from their own?
57. What do you think the primary cause is for students being unsuccessful at Truman?
A. Alcohol/drug consumption
B. Poor study habits
C. Ill prepared for University-level academics
D. Little motivation or excessive involvement in non-academic interests
E. Personal issues (relationships, finances, etc.)
Please answer Question 58 using the following scale: A = 5 or Fewer Hours a Week B = 6-10 Hours
a Week C = 11-15 Hours a Week D = 16-20 Hours a Week E = More than 20 Hours a Week.
58. During the time school is in session, about how many hours a week do you think students usually
spend outside of class on activities related to their academic program, such as studying, writing,
reading, lab work, rehearsing, etc.?

