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Chapter X: FRESHMAN / JUNIOR TESTING

Freshman/Junior Testing

Who takes it7

Entering freshman, The students then take an identical test two vears later (after
accumulating 60 credit hours). Haif of the students take the CAAP test and ihe other haif
take the Academic Profile test.

When is it administered?
Freshmen take it during Freshman Week. Juniors take it at specially arranged times by

s e e e N el et AR
ilic Assessmient and 1 esting Uilice.

What office administers it?
The Assessment and Testing Office.

Who originates the tests?
Currently two tests are given: the CAAP (ACT) and the Academic Profile (ETS).

When are the results typically available?
For the individual student, results are available several months after the test is taken.
University reports for the fiscal year are typically available in late June.

What type of information is sought?

Information about the liberal arts based general education curriculum.

The CAAP (Collegiate Assessment of Academic Proficiency) from ACT provides
measurement in five areas: science, mathematics, reading, writing, and critical thinking .
Students randomly take tests in four of the five arcas. When students take it a second
time, they take tests in the same four areas to see whether improvement has been made
(value added). The Academic Profile from the Educational Testing Service provides
information in these areas; natural science, social science, mathematics, humanities,
reading, writing, and critical thinking. All students who take the Academic Profile take

the same tests both times.

CAAP: American College Testing Program
PO Box 168, Towa City. TA
{319) 337-1053

Academic Profile: Higher Education Assessment, Educational Testing Service

o SRR S nIT
Princeton, INJ 08541

(609) 951-6508
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From whom are the results available?
From the Assessment and Testing Office.

Are the results available by division or discipline?
Discipline.

To whom are the results regularly distributed?

Individual results are communicated to students and their advisors. University, division,
and discipline averages are sent to the President, VPAA, Division Heads, Assessment
Committee, and selected administrators.

Are the results comparable to data of other universities?

The CAAP is nationally normed. The Academic Profile provides norms for the total
score as well as norms within the university, and it rates students within performance
levels.

What follows are the CAAP and Academic Profile results:

Comments;

These results are rather discouraging. The CAAP results are down across almost all
subject areas. The FY 2000 Academiic Profile results show mainly small decreases.

The results could come from a number of factors:

1. We are hitting the ceiling effect—we already have bright students; therefore, they are
not likely to show much gain on these tests.

2. Assuming the tests do measure important skills, then campus courses do not directly
address skill development.

3. Juniors do not see the reasons to put much effort into it.
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Freshman - Junior Testing
Pre-Test/Post-Test Resuits, FYS6-FY00

Cthanne +/-
Lhange +

%positiva/%negative/Munchanged

Social Science
Freshmen

Jisniors

Change +/-
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Change +/~
%positivarnegativel%unchanged

Reading
Freshmen
Juniors
Change +/-
Ypositive®unegative/%unchanged

Writing
Freshmen
Juniors
Change +/-
Shpositiveltenegativeunchanged

Critical Thinking
Freshmen
Junlors
Change +/-
o positive/%unegative/Sunchanged

Mathematics
Frashmean
Jumiors
Change +/-
Yspositivaonegativerdsunchanged

Total
Freshmen
Juniors
Change +/-
wpositive/%negative/Yunchanged

1995-96
FY36

Ai=77
s et

dat e

12109

123.25

215
88.1/16,7/15.3

1217

123,18

1.48
61.1/25.0113.9

N=72
12415
126.1
1.8
58.1/23.6/8.3

N=72
120.87
121.67
1.08
56.9/28.2(13.9

N=72
117.38
120.23

2.87
89.4/25.0/5.6

N=72
120.68
122.16

1.48
£5.3/26.4/8.3

N=72
467.20
473.84

5.63

Academic Profile

1996-97
FY97

Lh i f

50.0/42.3/7.7

N=182
116.31
116.87

51.1/137.8/111.0

N=182
121.45
120.91

-0.53
48.4/44 0177

N=182
118.26
118.03

-0.23
50.5/42.9/6.6

N=182

3T st

Se.a/3z 410

N=182
118.15
118.49

0.33
55.5/36.8/7.7

N=182
457.28
458.17

088

1997-88
FYos

50.2/39.0/10.8

N=538
116.87

N=538
121.40
120.54
-0.85
48.1/41.8/100

=539
11848
118.37
-0.11
52.1/30.0/89

N=538
114,43
115.05

0.61
56.0/136.97 1

N=539
1870
11544
-0.26
47.9/40,8/11.3

N=539
45810
457.58

051

1998-99
FYos

G2
96
-0.45

1989-00
FY39

48.9/45.2/58.1 44 5/44.9/10.2

N=558
116.92
116.81

-1.62
50.9/141.2/T8

N=558
122.07
120.62
-145
~5.5(44.1/10.4

N=558
11845
118.23
0.22
50.5/38.8/10.6

N=558
114.61
115.38

0.48
55.0/38.4/6.6

N=558
118.10
118.37
-0.72
48.7/140.7110 6

N=558
459.47
457.78

-1.71

806M6.7/28 61.5/363/22 568.3384/3.3 55241632

Note: Beginning in Fail 1894, the Academic Profile repiaced the COMP as a junior lest.
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N=587
117.03
116.10

-0.82
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46.4/456/80

N=587
121.62
11830
2.3
42.4/46.2110.7

N=597
118.78
117.46

-1.31
454/450/8.7

N=587
114 A9
114.61
-D.27
50.4/825/7.0

N=587
119.14
117.68

-1.45
45 1/45.7/8.2

N=507
458.38
454 .60
4.76
53.9/43.912.2



Ereshman - Sophomore/Junior Testing
Pre-Test/Post-Test Resuits, FY91-FY00
CAAF Tests: Pre-testiPost-tast Scale Scores and Percentiles

1991-92 199293 **  1983.64 1994-05 1895-96 1996-97 1687-58 1898-88 1999.00
FrYaz FYa3 FYo4 FY85 FY86 FYST Fyas FY8s FY0o

WRITING SKILLS NeZ3? M=145 N=18 H=155 N=433 Hed TR N=460 Nug15 =4
Freshimen 67.11 66.29 66.50 67.65 66.76 67.24 66.73 66.82 67.92
Soghomores/Juniors 67 85 66.39 6755 66.08 66.80 66,92 6730 66.05 86.19
Change +- .73 0.094 1.05 -0.96 0.13 -0.31 0.58 -0.80 A72

s positveLnagaliveSlanchanged | 58 12871152 | 44 81386186 TINII N0 | 45242 5127 | 9902617 4 | 47 43T X153 | GO S6 11130 | 4ZEM1IANET] 1ESIHITS
Pm-Tgst Yile =™ 848 73.0 745 76.3 741 728 815 620 T34
Post-Test%lle *™"** 770 691 789 70.8 720 702 731 82.5 6835

[READING H=368 N=523 N=172 NeEAT N=593 Ned 77 N=a3s M4 1B N=4d1
Freshmen 64.70 54.76 54.16 §3.90 64.31 54.57 64.41 §4.22 64.66
Sophomores/Juniors €5.72 65.22 64 58] 83.03 64.70 64.29 6391 62.60 63.06
Change +/- 1,02 0.46 0.41 087 0.38 0.27 050 151 -1.50
Sposiiverknegatvateunchanged | 572320008 § §1.2088.110.7 E41a0 158 | ASSMENERE | BIASSLII05 | 49443084 | 48643578 A1 UE2Z2M 7] AJBMERI02
Pre-Test %ile ~ " 84.2 75.3 71.1 64,9 68.2 67.4 64.5 57.8 633

Posl-Testdblle **"™ 58.9 701 67.1 58.2 656 620 59.3 48.8 51.5 :
MATHEMATICS H=24% N=507 Ne=174 N=t52 HuEED N=482 N=4T5 H=di5 N=4D4
Freshmen 59.82 59 76 50.92 59.53 50 55 6017 53 98 50.88 6007
Sophomores/uniors 61.27 £0.51 58,89 58.53 &0.10 h9.87 59.80 80.52 60.27

Change +/- 145 0.84 0.08 0.00 0.54 -0.29 0.08 .64 0.20
Ypositvarmgative/Snchanpd | 66.3/72.511.2] S 2802138 | | 43.1408/16.1 | 45.0/43.4/11.1 | 5299581904 | 434281141 | 427M4. 2131 | B4 EGANQ] 5300541115
Pre-Test %lie **** 83.1 78.0 785 66.2 68.4 732 718 66.2 68.8
Post-Test%ile ™ 81.1 785 73.9 732 76.6 78.0 78.3 806 772

CRITICAL THINKING N=346 N=544 Ne170 =874 NE544 N=454 N=4B2 Ned7q =450
Frashmen 54.75 84,23 B4 .06 6436 64.20 B4.80 0£5.04 6417 54,15
Sophomeres/ Juniors 66.19 65.57 64.32 6167 65.30 64.42 5387 63.23 6377
Change +/- 1.44 1.34 .28 -0.68 1,10 .26 -1.18 .64 -0.37

% nositveYaegativerunchanped | 836263101 81420086 ERaAn 4T | 40842 B2 | sezea1E]| SRABTONE | A12GETED | SOEMILB0] SU4SGASE
Pfe-Tgsl Suile **** 79.0 704 60,4 66.5 56.2 &7.1 67,3 58.0 53.1
Post-Test%ila *=*** 71 710 62.9 58.4 635 594 S7.7 55.1 624

SCIENCE REASONING™* N=300 N=G4Z H=172 W=ERD nN=§22 Ne465 N=48D N=413 Me47s |
Freshmen £1.88 61.50 81.16 §1.51 61.88 62.19 61.80 652.08 61.73
Sophomaores/luniors 83,73 §2.99 6212 80.50 51.98 61.60 61.61 8077 6077
Change +/- 1.85 148 .85 -1.01 0.08 0,59 0.18} -1.31 -0.595

Hposiiveegativeiunchanped | SA 02 1420 | B2 X301 E 68,1733, 48.7 | A1AMT 4305 ] 50440284 | 48841597 489.308.911.7 AMERIZM I 24 THERABE
Pre-Test %ile """ 60,40 51.00 58.86 41.05 BB.45 66.71 €1.40 547 63.6
Post-Tastlsile ™" 54.60 51,895 58.08 51.50 B3.88 £2.60 62.27 54.9¢ b2 4

qu-_msammnn,mmmwudwnwo.&mﬂmtm‘mmuM'smmvwm The Frashenan” score In thet colmn is the
matchad protest mean, reflacing scores 4 by thse same students whanever hey frst enterac. The table is thersfore 3 longituding! summarny by colior, nof a
comparnison of ha Freshman vs. SophomaorelJunior scores wilhin & given year.

* CAAD tests ware first infroducad in 1889 for FYBS and Y90, mars are harsfons no comssponding Frashiman lesis i companson,
= Bagnning in Fall 1993 (F Y94}, Soohomaon’junior testing follows the complation of 80 CH of caursawark (w8, 45 CH in preidoun years).
=+ Tha Sclgnce Reaganing modula was infrodiced a year laler B30 e other four modules

=== parcantiles ara estmated for he pre-iest {reshman] wsing Mhe closest fall user noms. | 8. a sludent who ok e post-test in 18l of 1997 mode than likely
ook Mialr pre-tast in the f2i of 1995, Bus 1995 user noMs were used.

wesak s ocdilag 308 SESMEted for e posidest [saphomorsfunioe last) using e closest fal user norms, 1.8, for @ skidant who took the post est in Kl of 1987
ar spring of 1958, Se 57 1957 User NOMS wene used.
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CAAP: Writing Skills CAAP: Reading
6800 .+ 68.00 . B et

CAAP: Mathematics

82.00 6650 -
61.50 g'gg

61.00 85.00
60.50 - B4.50 -
60.00 {f 6400 |
so20 o
s 62.50

58 50 62.00 |
58.00 6150

CAAP: Science Reasoning

* CAAP tests wana first miroduced in 1988, for FY59 and FY90, there sre therefora np comesponding Frashman tests for compansorn.
== Baginning in Fall 1993 (FY34), Sophomorel funior listing follows s compietion of 60 CH of coursewark (ve. 45 CH in pravious years).
= Tha Scienca Heascning moduls was inraduced a year later Ban the othar four moduies.
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